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DISCUSSION AT THE ABBEY
THEATRE. |

THE 31AN WEHO HID THE MAN
WHO KILLED HIS FATHER.
There was a very large audience in the

‘Abbey Theatre last night, when a public dis-

cassion took place in. referencé ' to the

freedom of the theatre and to Mr. Synge's
play, ““Tke Playboy of the Western World.”

Every part of the theaire was crowded. There

were a number of ladies present. Mr. P. D.

Kenny occopisd the chair.,  There were

numerous speakers, and it was nearly mid-

nicht when the debaie closed. The speakers

were frequentiy interrnpted, and at times the
noise was very loud. These in sympathy with
the play were ofien hissed and booed.

The Chairman, when about to address the
audience, was irequently interrupted by some
of the oceupants in the gallery, but he said
he was not going to be pui off his purpese.
He had cot to tzke the chair, and i erder
was ot kept he would take care it would not
be his iault. The purpose was to offer as wide
and full and fres o discussion as possible. (A
Voice— " The police are in the greenroom.”)

hal remarksd ¢hat o theatre was
nstituiien. {A Veice—" 1t
ional ome though.”}) The
: % whether it was, or
hould be a national one, it was
olice against rowdyism.
was exiremely courieous
anagement of the theatre
aing ior the purpose.ol
is of difierence between

s, who was warmly ap-
discussion.  Regarding
h \Ir. Syage’s play was re-
ceived, Mr. Yeats said that during ihe per-
formsance every now and then some ome got
n his place and tried to make a speech.
1 oid gentleman stood up in the

t row of the pit after the opening of thz
sct, and was probably very indignani
pclice did not allew him to speak.
hoped he was there that
:r desired anmything bub the
assion, that they might get at
nd of sound critieism in this
the discussion com-
do his- best to apswer
more obviocus argw
was no wuse wasting
on misunderstanding of
view. He saw 1% said
i ther have iried io pre-
ence from tha rezasonable expres-
ie certainly would never like
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jifierent from reasonable
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\What rigat had they
iar greater number who wishad
beasing and judging ¥ Thay
were preventing Jjudgment, and
iay irom the eves and ears of iis
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community possessed to
small minoriiies who set
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police. There was no stal-
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of the Sinn Fein party who
the same if he were io find a

actlve minority, the
the lid of his sirong
t puerile to say that tley
common to all civilised
I i themselves and their
inst the tytanny of 2 cligua. They
as well refuse to siamp iheir letters
becamse the King’s kead was mupon them.
At po time would he have ever hesiiated
o do whkat they had done. When “The
Couniess Cathleen™ was denounced with an
] ihey called in the police. That
was in '99, when he was still President of the
Wolie Tons Commemeration. Be weuld indeed
lespise himseif if for the sake of popularity
> ent he were io mar the

. had set his hands. Some
n or eighi years ago the national move-

nt was demoralised, and passed from the
hands of a few leaders into those of large
numbers ¢f young men organised in clubs and
societies.  These vounz men made the mis-
:ake of the newly {ranchised everywhere. Taey
=kt for causes worthy in themselves with
the nnworihy insiraments of tyTanny and vio-
icpee.  (entlemen of litile clubs should not
mistake the meaning of the theatre last wezk;
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i meant someibing for the management, but
'+ meant more for them. \When the curiain

of “The Playboy ™ fell on Saturday night he
wvas confident ihat he saw the rise in this ecun-
trv of a new thought, a new opinion, ihat
had lonz bheen meeded. It was nob all ap-
proval ci Mr. Synge's play that sent the re-
ceipis ¢ the Abbey Theatre last week 1o

[

..

twrics the height they had ever iouched before.
The generation of Young men and girls who
were leaving schoofs or colleges mow were
weary of ihe tyrapny of clubs and leagumes.
They wished agaim for individual sincerity,
the external guest of truth, all that had been
given up jor so long that all might crouch
apon ihe one roost and cry in ope flock.  {Ap-

lamse.) L .

\r. W. J. Lawrence said thaf, viewing the
recepiion the play got on Saturday night, and
:he verdict of the Press, the National Theatre
Society would have been well advised to with-
draw ike play at once in deference to pubtic
cpinion.  Mr. Yeats by his attitude had
siruck one the strongest blows of modern
+imes acainst ihe freedom of the theatre.
Ar. Yeais's pttitnde was an argument for the
retention of the cepsorship in England, and
an argument for the esteblishment of the
censorship in Irelend.  (Applanse.)

3fr. Sheehy Skefington thought the play
was bad; the organised disturbance was
worse; the methods employed to quell that
disturbance was worst of all. He regretted
+hzt, Mr. Yeats missed the opportunity ¢f en-
listing on his side the sympathies of the
Drublin public, bnt enlisted instead the sym-
oathies of the “garrison.”  Ii they were to
fave the freedom of the theatre, thev must
2les have the ircedom to comment on what
oacurred on ihe stage.  {Applause.)

“"Jfr. Crpise O'Brien objected to Mr., Yeals'
theory of dragooning people into ane’s theories
of ari. o )

Afr. O"Hoey took exception to the atiribu-
Fon io the Irish people of characleristics
swhich are nof, which'never would be, theirs.

Ar. Richard Sheehy maintained thet the
andience had a perfeci righi to protest in
the sirongest manner against the play.

%fr. J. B. Yeats said that he preierred the
vitaliiy, the vigour, and the vivacily of Mr.
Synge’s sinners to the szinis that had been
lefi by Carleton. They. wanted truth; they
did not wanb doctored fruth.’

A pumber of other speakers addresszd the
meelng. ,

3r. W. B. Yeats, in concluding the cebate,
explained that . after calling in the police he
thonzht it was a right and manly thirg that
he should go to the full length. He ¢id not
wané o charge a mere rowdy,  like-some of
those who were making a row that night.
{Appleuse.) He chose 3 man he could re-
spect, knowing that the dispute ibat lay be-
tween them was one of .principle. Reference
was made that night to the garrison, but he
asked .them o remember that when they were
ofiered the support of the * garrison ™ on con-
dition that they woald withdraw. ¢ Kathleen
Ni Houlthan™ they refused, and. it was the
author of ““EKathleen Ni Houlihan® - whoe
spoke against the Royal visit when all the
patriots werg trembling and sab  silent.
(Applause.} Having spoke in defence of Alr.
Synge’s play Mr. Yeats explained where the
anthor got the central idea of it.. Scme ten
years ago M= Synge and he, as well as
others, wers in ihe Isles of Arren.” {n coim-
ing out of a fishing boat one day a crowd of
people gathered round them.  The people
brought up to.them a very old man who they
said .was the oldest man on the islend, and
all gathered round him in reverend admira-
tign. The old-man made the {following
speech+—*If - any gentleman has done a
crime we'll hide him. -There was a gentle-
man who Kiled his fzther, and I kid him in
my house.six months Hi he went cway to
Ameriea” )

The procesdings then ended,
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