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“THE PLAYBOY €

Rt THEATRE: ~~

*“Scenes:'of a- most -extraordinary .character
were witnessed at the; Abbéy Theatre, Dublin,
fast night in-éonnection witl the performance
of “The Playboy of the Western ‘World.”
An organised  attempt had -evidently been
made to prevent the performance, and de-
spite the efforts of the management and - the
presence of a number.of police constables the
interrupters succeeded in their object of pre-
vénting “afiybedy- from* hearing. a single- word'
8ftho entire_performance. . - The programnie
opened . with a_one-act’ piece by "Mr.” Synge,
entitled “Riders to the: Sea,” the scene of
which:was-a cottage on.an island off the West
coast of Ireland. < During the’ course of this
periStmarice’ the audience~was inino Way: tur-
biilent,; but when the curtein was. raised on
“The Playboy " it "at once became apparent
that-a_large section.of “the audience in the
gallery.cand the” back ‘portion..of the, pit was
détermined’ to manifest feelings-of : a ~mosb
hostile character. - Thée play, which was pro-
duced for thé first timé on Saturday ‘evening,
i, it. appedrs;, given.offence to a very large
nunibér of the Dublin community, who maio-
tain that it is ntterly untrue to life and o
travesty on Irish character.” The action takes
place on the lonely coast of Mayo. The
central incident of the piece is the glorifica-
tion"of ‘a ‘sélf-confessed parricide, who subse-
quently becomes unpopular when it is dis-
covered that his crime is of a comparatively
trivial character, and has not resulted in the
death of his father. 'A-considerable section of
the audience strongly resented the notion that
such a state of .affairs. could be. takeén.as a
correct reflex’ on western ‘peasant life, and
showed-a determined resolve to interrupt the
representation. - There were, on the other
hand, a great many people in the front seats
who seemed to be most anxious to hear the
play and juage for themselves as-to its quali-
ties; :but: the interrupters- at the back of the
theatre would héar of 16 ‘attempt to produce
the piece, and" kept "up ‘a sustamned outburst
of hissing, booing, and groaning. After the
first act had been entered on the disorder
‘broke out in very pronounced form, where-
wpon Mr.- W.-G. Fay, who filled: the réle of
the nparricide, attempted . to address the
andience, but was obliged to retire before a
perfect storm of groans and hisses.  The
curtain then fell. \When the second act was
begun Mr. Fay again endeavoured to speak,
“and succeeded in giving expression to a few
words. He said that he was a Mayo man
himself, and that he was surprised ab the
conduct of Dublin men in treating the perform-
ance in the. way they had done, inasmuch
as the entire production was being carried
out in accordance with local  characteristics
of that district of the, country. The disorder
again broke out, atd continued for some time.
Mr. Fay once more tried to address: -the
audience, He stated that those who wanted
to hear- the play could hear it, and thosé who
objected could have their money returned
and leave the building. This announcement
was received with derisive cheering, as well as
groaning and hissing. After a time, as the
disorder still continued, it was decided to
send for the police. ' Half a dozen constables
were brought into the-pit and three into the
gallery. But their arrival did not in tlie least
disconcert the interrupters, who ~vigorously
‘continued groaning and- hissing. Apparently
it is a well recognised principle at public per-
formances that an audience 1s entitled to ex-
press its opinions in a legitimate manner, and
that hooting and hissing are not a contraven-
1tion of any Act of Parliament, and can only
be stopped on a complaint either of the mem-
"bers of the audience who desire to hear the
play or of the managers of the theatre. In
this instance no complaint was made, and
altimately, on the representations of Lady
Gregory and Mr. J. M. Synge, the policemen
left the theatre.  The audience still kept
groaning, hissing, and booing. During all
this time the actors kept pluckily at their
work, but their performance. was entirely
dumb show even to those situated in front
seats. At intervals the groaning and hissing
were varied by the singing of ‘A Nation
Once Again”’ and * The. West’s Awake.”
Vigorous stamping of feet and slashing with
sticks of the woodwork created an indescrib-
able din, as-the result of which the voices of
the actors were completely drowned. At the
end of the performance the curtain fell amidst
loud ‘cheering on the part of the interrupters
and applause on the part of those who, ap-
parentiy, desired in this way to express their
disapproval of, the conduct of the hostile sec-
tion of th ience. The curtain was raised
several times; and the demonstration con-
tinued with unabated 'vigour. — There were
loud calls_for the author, but no response was
made. Mr. Fay, however, came before the
curtain and said—* Those people who have
hissed to-night will go outside and say they
have heard this play.” One of the audience
immediately shouted out—** Weheard it -on
Saturday.”” This retort was greted with im-
mense cheering. Finally, after a renewal of
the demonstration, the lights were turned off,
and the audience quietly dispersed. .
Despite the hostile reception with which
the piece was received we understand that it
is the intention of the mianagement of the
theatre to carry aut the programme, and pro:
duce the play nightly during the week.
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