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“IRISH TIMES" SPECIAL WEATHER
FORECAST. '
‘The following forecast of the weather in Ire.
laud for the pext three days is specially made
for the J»ish Times. The next forecast will be
published on Saturday :—

" # Firstday, W. to NX.W. strong or fiesh
winds, some snow, slect showers, and
cold; second day. N.W. to S W,
winds, moderate, fairer, and eold to
normal: third day, S.W, freshening
winds, cloudy, same skawers, and milder.

The advent and cxpansion of eyclonic
conditions over Western Europe, and the
restriction of anti-cyclone to the Spanish
Peninsula, are farourmng the continuance
of a changeable and stormy type, wich
winds varying jrom NW, to S, .

The King and Queen, Princess Vietoria,
the Princess of Wales, and Prince Edward
of Wales arrived at Buckingham Palace
yesterday morning from Windsor. The
Royal party were cordially welcomed.

" The King yesterday received in London
Lord Charles Beresford, who is the now
Admiral of the Channel Fleet.

Mr. Walter Runciman has been ap-
pointed - Financial Secretary to  the
Treasury, Mr. C. E. Hobhouse Under
Sccretary of State for India, in the place
of the Right Hon. J. E. Ellis, M.P., ye-
signed, and Mr. T. J. MacNamara,
Parliamentary Secretary of the Local
Government Board.

Mr. Walter Long, speaking last night in
North St. Pancras, endorsed what My,
Austen Chamberlain had said as to Mr.
Balfour's leadership, and counselled
Unionists to bs united. He also suggested
a ronnd-table conference for the discussion
of domestic differences on Fiscal Reform,
and condemned the Devolution proposals
for Ireland.” Alluding' to municipal
matters, Mr. Long spoke strongly on what
he described as-the spendthrift policy of
tha London Progressive Party, and in this
connection characterised the recent speech
of Mr, Burns as the declaration of a rake
gone mad.  Municipal reformers believed
in progress, but in a sane progress. .

General Edward Henry Clive is gazetted
Colonel of the King's Liverpool Regiment,
and. Lieut.-General Sir Charles ¥dmond
Knox is gazetted Colonel of the King's
Shropshire Light Infantry. .

A Berlin telegram of. yesterday states
that the Emperor -has sent Princo Frie-
drich Leopold of Prussia to the scene of
the Reden Colliery disaster, to iake a
veport to His -Majesty. The work  of
rescue is still interrupted by the fire
which has broken out in the mine,

A ‘Washington "telegram of  yesterday
states that Sir A. Swettenham has' with-
drawn ' the letter he addressed to Rear-
Admiral Evans, and expressed his regrets,
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This, ; it is, stated, ‘is -réegarded ‘as. finally
closing” the international phase of the in:
cident.. ‘A:Tloyd’s telegram states that_'m}
Saturday the Colonial Office received news
from the; Governor of Jamaica of the sink-
ing . of Mouton: Point. Coinow

" The annual :meeting " 'of "the ' Dublin
Chambet of Comumerce. was beld. yesterday
in the . Commércial Buildings, Dame
street, Mr. Marcus Goodbody, J.P., pre-
siding, . Arising  out of the 'consideration
of the report; a discussion tock: place, in
the: cotirse: of -whichsome - members ~ad-
vocated Protection as being iiecessary in
the:interests of the trade.of the country.

The annual meeting of the Royal Zoo-
logical 'Society of Ireland ,was held in
Dublin. yesterday, = The report. of the
Council showed ~that the number of
visitors during the year was nearly. 7,000
more - than the previons year, ‘and that
several important improvements were
effected -at the ‘Gardens during- the past
twelve months. 'In propesing the report’s
adoption, Judge ﬁoyd, regretted the
paucity of private gifts, especially by
Irishmen abroad. ;

A Dbrass, tablet to.the memory of Sir
Samuel and Lady Ferguson was unveiled
yesterday in St Patrick's Cathedral by
Professor Ddwden, who deliveréd an ap-
propriate oration. - Lord Justice - Fitz-
Gibbon, on behalf of the subscribers,
handed over the custody of the tablet to
the Dean and Chapter: of the Cathedral,
and the Dean, on.behalf of himself and
his colleagnes, accepted.the trust.

Yesterday the annual meeting of the
Royal Society of Antiquaries of Ireland
was -held inl the society’s rooms, Stephen’s
green, and the report, which was read, was
regarded as ‘most satisfactory. - - Several
new Fellows. and members were elected,
and Athlone was selected for the summer
excursion of the society. ’

Mr, ‘James ‘Barbour, senior partner in
the engineering firm of Fairbairn, Law-
son, Combe, Barbour, Limited, Belfast
and Leeds, died yesterday.

The thres privates-in. the Inniskilling
Dragoons who were found. guilty of bind-
ing and gagging a sentry, and breaking
out of barracks' and taking War Office
horses with them at Ballincollig, Wwere
yesterday, at Cork, sentenced as follows:
Thompson and Laurington each 112 days’
imprisonment, Thompson at the expira-
tion of the sentence to be dismissed with
disgrace and ignominy; the recrnit Dufiy
fifty-one days’ imprisonment.

In London yesterday, the general carry-
over absorbed attention in the _Stock
markets. Rates were lighter than on last
occasion, and the tone was slightly better.
American Rails, however, closed with a
further decline. Money in the open
market was in active demand at 43-5 p.c.
Discount rates were steady. In Dublin
business was small, with marked strength
in English Sewing Cotton, ‘and activity
in Tyre and Cycle Shares. Humbers rose
smartly.

At a-moment when the Unionist Party
ought to be closing up its attenuated ranks
in order to do battle with the Government
in what promises to be a very exciting
Session it is curious to find it squab-
bling about its leader and its programme.
The extreme Tariff Reforme
forgiven Mr. Balfour for
their _ :

peased by the p
the Valentine’s Day corre
which Mr. Balfour dedl; 1s opinion
that * fiscal reform is, a must remain,
the first constructive work of the Unionist
Party)” and that “the objects of such
reform are to secure more equal terms of
competition for British trade, and closer
commercial union with the Colonies.”
But. they: were disgusted by Mr. Balfour’s
subsequent silence upon the wmatter. - Ap-
parently they thought that he ought to
have taken up the work which Mr
Chamberlain had been compelled by his
illness to abandon, and to have “stumped
the country™ in favour of fiscal reform.
Instead of this the ex-Premicr has been
almost. ostentatiously silent on the subject
in his various public utterances, and
henee he has revived the hostility fo his
leadership  which  was so  pronounced
twelve months ago. The Tariff Reformers
are clamouring for the promulgation of
a regular programme, with fiscal reform
as its prineipal item, and they declare,
implicitly if not explicitly, that if My
Balfour is deaf to their appeals they must
find another leader who is more in
harmony with their views and aspirations.

Tt is possible to sympathise 1o a certain
extent with the malcontents, and yet ta
disagrec entirely with their present action.
There is no doubt that Mr. Balfour's in-
ability to take up a definite and unmis-
takable position on the question of tariff
reform was one, and perhaps not the least
important, of the factors that led to the
Unionist downfall. If he had been able
to declare himself strongly on one side
or the other he would have probably found
himself at the head of a much larger body
of followers than now attend him in the
House of Commons. But we must fake
our leaders as we find them. Mr. Balfour
has on certain questions—and political
economy is one of them—what is called
“a cross-bench mind.” On a subject so
complicated, so dependent for its right
statistics, which in-
‘genious special pleauers on either side can
easily turn to their account, and sg im-
menscly important to the national well-
being, it is not surprismg, though it may be
regrettable, that Mr. Balfour has. not
fully and completely made up his mind.
In the Valentine's Day correspondence he
probably went to the extreme limit that
his conscience would allow in order to
avoid a breach with Mr. Chamberlain and
his supporters; and even so he put in
the provisa that “it is at presemt un-
hecessary to preseribe the exact measures
by wiich these objects are to be attained,
and inexpedient to permit differences of
opinion as to these methods to divide the
Party.”  He-is -doubtless of the same
opinion still, ‘and that is probably one of
the ~reasons—the emergence of othe:
public questions of more immediato and
pressing importance being the other—why
he has avoided the fiscal question in his
recent specches. With most of what Mr.
Walter Long ssid on the subject in his
speech at St. Pancras -yesterday we find
ourselves in cordial agreement. It is cer-
tainly not wise for TUnionists to be
quarrelling about their present loadex
at the opening of a Session which promises
to furnish hin: with unequalled opportuni-
ties of displaying his gift of destructive
criticism on a subject peculiarly his own,
As for tho talk of a definite programme, it
scomt’ unwise to pin the party to a cut.
and-dried document at a time when there
is' no prospect of its being called ‘upon
to assume the responsibilities of office,
There will baplenty of time to formulate
a programme ‘before this Parliament has
Tun its course. - The first duty of an Op-
position is to oppose, and the Government
of Sir Henry Campbell-Bannerman is
furnishing it with plenty of opportunities i
for the-exercise of its proper function, I

When the time arrives for the Unionis.
Party to formulate .2 programme it !
possible that Tariff Reform: will not be;
principal itar. If so, it will not bep-
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them, have ceased’ to believe in it—for ‘to pléase’ himself, and that its Trish ge

the seed ‘which was sown by Mr. Chamber-
lain four years age fell into very recep-
tive soil—but because by that time the
logic -of . events . will--have forcéd the
Radicals: also:- to recognise that there is
“ something in it,” and have removed it
from “the ‘arena of acute party controversy.
This speculation is siggested by the re-
markable © speech -" made by Mr. Lloyd
George. at *Walsall- on Monday.  The
President "of the Board of Trade used to
be of the.straitest sect of Cobdenism. But
he has learnéd a:good deal since he went
to Whitehall.  Some of the provisions of
the Merchant Shipping Act, which he
piloted so’ successfully through the House
»f Commons last Session, showed that.he
was not, an . altogether hidc-bound Free
Trader. Several points in his latest
speech suégest that his education is pro-
rressing vapidly. The wnotion that the
Government should ‘do mnothing to assist
its traders mo'longer appeals to him. On

the contrary, he thinks that the Govern-

ment can do a great deal to assist the

trade and commerce of the country by

improving the " intelligence department=
to use his own words, “by the Govern-
ment undertaking on behalf of the trade
of thiz country what, probably, the.
German trade must be doing for itself by
reason of its superior organisation.” The
first outcome of this new view is that-in
future British Consuls will have to pass
through the Intelligence Department of
the Board of Trade. An even more re-
markable illustration of the leaven work-
ing in Mr. Lloyd George’s mind was
furnished by his remarks on patents.
He pointed out that “when the Government
gave a privilege of that kind, it gave it as
a roward for inventiveness; but the
main object in giving it was to benefit this

eonntre.” Theve is a distinet smack of

. Protection in that sentence, but it is

nothing to what follows (we quote the
Daily News report)—

It was pointed out to him that thousands
of foreigners applied for patents in - this
country in the course of a year. He did not
object to that ; but they used it for the pur-
pose of preventing anyone:from setting up an
industry or utilising that patent in this
country. _ That he considcred to be an in-
tolerable abuse of the privilege conferred
upon them. (Applause.) He would confer
the privilege of foreigners if they would use
it on British soil.  (Hear, hear.)  He would
say to them, “If you are coming here, and
il ‘you seek protection from the laws of our
coﬁntry, it must be for the bgneﬁp ofi the
country that confers that pretection.”” (Hcar,
hear.) He would give them patents in this
country ; but he would compel them to work
them here. He hoped to introduce a Bill
riext Session for the purpose of simplifying
that process.

After this we are not surprised to learn
that in regard to fiscal reform Mr. Lloyd
George announces his intention “to get
the facts, whether they went against his
theory or not, and if the facts smashed
his theory of things, the sooner it was
smashed the better.” Possibly, thereforg,
by the time that the Unionists find it
necessary to formulate a definite pro-
gramme they will find that Tariff Reform
is no longer fitted to be an ensign of
battle, bat will only serve for a flag of

truce. \

The National Theatre Company cannat
complain that Dublin's reception of Mz
Synge’s play, “The Playboy of the
Western World,” at the Abbey Theatre
has been lacking in warmth. The play,
Mr. Synge tells us, was “ made to amuse.”
Perhaps a section of our countrymen can
only achieve amusement by working them-
selves into o violent passion. At any rate
they have amused themselves during the
last two nights by making such a pande-
moninm at the Abbey Theatrs that the
actors have been obliged to go through
their parts in dumb show. The charges
made against the play in defence of this
rowdy conduct are that its plot and
characters are an outrageous insult to the
West of Ireland and its people, and that
some of its language is vulgar, and even
indelicate. The hero of the play is a dis-
reputable tramp, who only ceases to be
courted by the women of a Western village
when they discover that he is not really a
parricide.  Such an “incident would be
uncommon in any civilised country. The
“Irish Ireland” critics of Mr. Symge’s
play have decided that it would be abso-
lutely impossible in Ireland—just as they
decided previously, in the case of the
“Countess Cuthleen,” that it wounld be
impossible for any Trishwoman to sell her
soul to the devil, and, in the case of “The
Spell,” that it would be impossible for
any Irishwoman to believe in the potency of
a love-philtre. “Calumny gone raving mad ”
is how the Freeman's Jowrnal describes
“The Playboy of the Western World,” and
during the last two nights considerable
bodies of apparently intelligent young men
have endorsed that verdict by appearing
to go raving mad at the Abbey Theatre,

It need hardly be said tifit no well-
balanced wind can defend for a

: single
moment the Sinn Fein party’s crude and
violent. methods

of dramatic criticism.
Let as admit at once that M. Synge's
play has serious faults. It seems to bo
granted by his most enthusiastic admirers
that some of his language has the material
f;mlt. of being indelicate and the artistic
fault of obscuring the essential realitics
of tho play. An error iy taste, however,
is not a crime, and the shriekings of an
infuriated mab are not the proper\ method
of rebuking it. As to the main incident
of the play being impossible, Mr. Synge
has produced prima facie evidenco  in
favour of its possibility, The idea, he
5ays, was suggested to him by the fact that
& few years ago a man who committed a
murder was kept hidden by the people on
one of the Arran Islands until he could
get off to America. Alr. Synge refers s
alsa to the case of Lynchehaun, who was
a most brutal murderer of a '

- oman, and
yet, by the aid of Yyish peasant wo’men,
managed to conceal himself from the

police for months. The fact is that whils
1}1 our opinion,. there are aspects of Mr:
Synge’s plfa.y which  may be justly and
severe@y criticised, the Sinn Fein shouters
have ignored these altogether, and have
foun‘ded ‘their objections on 5 theory of
Ce_lncf impecca.bility which is absurd in
principle, -and intolerable when it is
sought to be rigidly imposed ag a canon
of art. Our own criticism of the play is
based solely on artistic considerations. We
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ting was a:mese accident. If this be ;
true explanation we confess that we fiyg
it hard to defend. “The" Playboy of ¢
Western World.” The idle aim of a mey
extravaganza does not justify “the griml,
Tealistic treatment of a distinetly
pleasgint_ theme” A serions Purpose
clearly brought home, would have ving
cated the play.. If, However, Mr. Synge wy,
simply 'a humourist, then he has playe
with ;edged tools, and he can hardly I,
claim,to.that feeling of self-approval whick
was the. consolation of the Roman actres,
when she, t00, was hissed from the stage.

Yet.even if the faults of Mr. Synge,
play were much greater than we take they,
to-be, the treatment which it has receiveg
from-a section of the public is utterly in.
defensible. Mr. Synge is an artist, ang
s such, not immune from eriticism ; byt
it ought to be intelligent criticism. Tt
claim-—not  now -advocated. for the first
time—that people .should be. allowed
howl down a play or a book merely becaus
it offenids their crude notions of patrintismy
cannot be tolerated for a moment, if theys
is ever to be any such thing as indepen.
dent thought in Ireland. We heartilv en.
dorse everything that Mr. W. B. Years
sdid yesterday on this subject.

“When.I was a lad (said Mr; Yeats) Irishmer
obeyed a few leaders; but during the last to
years a change ‘ha§. taken place.” For leaders
we have, now societies, clubs, apd leagues.
Organised opinion of sections and coteries has
been put in place of these leaders, ons oy t,
of whom xvere men of genius. . There
are some exceptions, as heretofore, but th
mass only understand conversion by terror
threats, and abuse. :
It is high time for thoughtful Trishmen of
all parties to make a stand for freedom
of thought and speech against bodies
which seek to introduce into the world of
the mind the methods which the Westorn
branches of the United Irish Leaguc have
introduced into politics. ¥or this reason
we sympathise with the.. plucky stand
which the National Theatre Company s
making against the organised tyrann.g: of
the clap-tiap patriots. . We hope, 510“--
ever, that t_he next battle will be over a
play to f"'h.“—?h' asa work of art, we shall be
able to give a more whole-hearted » pproval
than we find. it possible to offer 1o - The
Playboy ol the Western World »



